

Since a denial of a request for official records creates 
the possibility of a law suit against the agency which may 
result in a judicial interpretation adversely affecting the 
Government as a whole, we believe that requests for arguably 
exempt records should be granted unless there is a compelling 
reason for non-disclosure.- Accordingly, we shall make the 
records available (assuming they exist) if you find no com- 
pelling considerations dictating that the records be withheld. 
Should this be your conclusion, please furnish us with the 
copies sought by Mr. Hoch' in order that they may be transmitted 
to him. If, on the other hand, you find that disclosure would 
be contrary to the public interest, we will deny the request 
as involving items contained in "investigatory files compiled 
for law enforcement purposes" which are exempted from the Act's 
compulsory disclosure requirements by 5 U.S.C. S 552(b)(7). 






